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Ocotillo Wind Energy Facility 
Notice of Substitution of Alternative Wind Turbine Locations 

On May 11, 2012, the Secretary of the Interior approved Record of Decision (ROD) to issue a 
right-of-way grant for the Ocotillo Wind Energy Facility (OWEF or Project). The OWEF, as 
approved, consists of a configuration of 112 wind turbines. Section 1.3 of the ROD describes the 
location and provisions for five alternate wind turbine locations within the OWEF site, and 
provides that any of the 112 wind turbine locations may be substituted for any of the five 
alternate wind turbine configurations. Ocotillo Express LLC (OE LLC) submitted a request to 
BLM on June 26, 2012 via Variance Request 007 to substitute three of the currently approved 
wind turbines for three of the pre-designated alternate wind turbine locations. Specifically, as 
shown on Attachment 1, OE LLC is requesting to relocate currently approved wind turbine sites 
104, 126 and 167, with the pre-designated alternate wind turbine sites 9, 107 and 135. 

The use of alternate wind turbine locations identified in the ROD is being requested by OE LLC 
in response to ongoing cultural and geotechnical investigations required as part of the 
construction monitoring activities for the Project. Specifically, the request is being made to 
comply with Final EIS/EIR Mitigation Measures CUL-2 (Avoid and protect potential significant 
resources), CUL-3 (Develop and implement a Management Plan for Archaeological Monitoring, 
Post-Review Discovery, and Unanticipated Effects) and CUL-4 (Develop an HPTP and conduct 
data recovery or other actions to resolve adverse effects) in order to minimize disturbance to 
areas of potential cultural significance. Relocation of the approved wind turbine locations to the 
alternate sites would also help further avoid potential hazards from seismic features consistent 
with MM PHS-3 (Avoid Geologic Hazards), which states "the Applicant shall determine the 
final siting of Project facilities based on the results of the geotechnical study and implement 
recommended measures to minimize geologic hazards". 

Alternate wind turbine locations 9, 107 and 135 were analyzed in the FEIS and included in the 
selected alternative in the ROD for the OWEF Project. The request from OE LLC to use 
alternative wind turbine locations is not a variance to the approved ROD, but rather a component 
of the decision made in the ROD. The BLM acknowledges this request and is providing OE LLC 



notice that construction activity may begin on alternate turbine locations 9, 107 and 135 as 
depicted on Attachment 1. Turbine locations 104, 126 and 167 may be considered as alternate 
turbine locations in the future, but no ground disturbance or construction activities are permitted 
at turbine locations 104, 126 and 127 unless approval is granted by BLM at a future date. 

Please update the Plan of Development for the Ocotillo Express Wind Project to reflect the 
changes in the wind turbine configuration. If you have any questions please contact Daniel 
Steward, Resource Branch Chief (760) 337-4424. 

Sincerely, 

CC: 
David Hochart, DUDEK 
Angelina Havens, Imperial County Planning Department 

Enclosures (1): Attachment 1: OWEF Alternative Wind Turbines Location Map 
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