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Summary:

The BLM is responsible for overseeing implementation of the mitigation measures set forth in
the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Ocotillo Wind Energy Facility Project.
The BLM has established a third-party monitoring program and adopted an Environmental and
Construction Compliance Monitoring Plan (ECCMP) to ensure that measures approved in the
FEIS to mitigate or avoid significant impacts are implemented in the field. This ECCMP status
report is intended to provide a description of construction activities on the project, a summary
of site inspections conducted by the BLM’s third-party environmental compliance monitors, the
compliance status of mitigation measures required by the ECCMP, and anticipated construction
activities for the following week. This weekly report covers construction activities for the period
of May 28, 2012 through June 3, 2012.
Site Inspections/Mitigation Monitoring:

Compliance Issues with Applicable Conditions of Certification (e.g., areas out of compliance,
interpretational disagreements, etc.)
Access Road Signage: BLM has informed the Project Applicant that signage should be placed
where approved access roads intersect with non-project approved access roads. BLM is
concerned that crews will utilize existing WECO routes that are not approved for project related
construction activities. Project Applicant’s construction contractor responded to the BLM
concern by committing to posting signage to ensure construction related vehicles are aware of
non-project approved access routes. Signs were ordered and are anticipated to be installed this
week.
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Temporary Water Pond – BLM identified concerns associated with the temporary water pond
located at the laydown yard. The temporary water pond does not include a covering or
functional equivalent measures to deter avian activity and appropriate fencing to ensure
wildlife is not able to enter into the temporary water pond area. BLM environmental
compliance monitors observed the existing fence to be below the 7-foot tall requirement, and
thus a potential for wildlife to enter into the temporary water storage pond area. The Project
Applicant’s construction contractor responded to these concerns by replacing the existing
fencing with 10-foot tall chain-link fencing and smaller gauge fencing around the lower portion
out of the fence line. The installation is slated to be finished on 6/4/2012. The Project Applicant
has ordered “armor-balls” which are intended to float on the surface and deter avian use.
These are expected to be delivered and installed within the next week. In the meantime, the
Project Applicant’s lead biological monitor worked with BLM resource specialists and the
Wildlife Agencies (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and game) to
determine appropriate interim measures to deter avian activity. . FWS suggested installation
of several frightening devices, such as streamers, mylar streamers, pie tins, spinners, and pool
floats and removal of potential forage items. These items were started and installed in the pool
and around the pool on May 29th, attached to the chain-link fencing where applicable.
Additional items were added on May 30th and 31st. The Project Applicant’s lead biological
monitor continued to monitor avian activity in the interim. Based on direction from BLM and
the Wildlife Agencies, this included continuous monitoring from roughly 0420 to 0630 hours,
hourly monitoring between 0730 and 1830 hours, and continuous monitoring between 1830
and 2100 hours each day.
Limits of Work - BLM environmental compliance monitors observed an occasion where a
Geotech crew drove beyond the approved work limit. This occurred off of S2, leading toward
Turbine 10. The Project Applicant’s lead biological monitor was aware and had taken action to
control the situation. Additional staking was installed to eliminate additional encroachment
and the limits were mapped. Based on coordination with the BLM, the Project Applicant’s lead
biological monitor will be tracking all such encroachments.
Burrowing Owl adjacent to active area – The Project Applicant’s lead biological monitor
observed the presence of a burrowing owl pair in close proximity to the main access road to the
substation (Dos Cabezas Road). This pair was observed to be situated near a complex of
burrows. Based on the observation, the Project Applicant immediately placed work in the area
on hold until more information could be gathered. The area was monitoring throughout the
day along with the closest known pair to the location. Additionally, a species expert was
brought in to evaluate the burrows and owls. Based on the experts review, it was determined
that the burrows were active kit fox burrows and were not occupied by burrowing owl. Work
was allowed to proceed as normal the following business day.
Sediment on Steel Plates – During week 2, BLM environmental compliance monitors observed
sediment on steel plates that had been put in place to avoid impacts to 404 jurisdictional
waters. Sediment was removed. Since then, the plates have been maintained free of sediment.
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Dust Emissions – Excessive dust emissions were observed by environmental compliance
monitors during Week 1. That week, the number of water trucks was increased and watering of
all roads and cleared areas, was initiated. This has continued, along with installation of gravel
along roads and spraying of soil binders to eliminate dust. As a result, no dust was observed
during Week 3.
Issues of Concern with or by the Applicant
None.
Construction Activities:

The construction activities conducted for this period consisted of land surveying, establishing
the 12-acre temporary laydown yard, grading activities at the 30-acre substation/switchyard
and access road between Dos Cabezas Road and the 30-acre substation/switchyard, and
geotechnical testing at turbines 156, 172, 160, 66, 106, and 65.
12-acre Temporary Laydown Yard: Crews were observed utilizing road graders to establish the
finish grade. Haul trucks and graders were used to install gravel for dust prevention purposes.
A chain-link fence has been constructed along the perimeter of the water storage pond and is in
the process of being retrofitted with a taller fence. Two pumps are being utilized to transfer
water from the temporary water storage pond to water trucks being utilized for grading and
dust suppression. The temporary laydown yard is being utilized to stage construction
equipment and materials. A rock apron and rattle plate are being maintained at the point of
ingress/egress to minimize trac-out along County Route S-2.
30-acre Substation/Switchyard: Construction activities during this reporting period consisted of
grading activities associated with establishing the pad foundation for the 30-acre
substation/switchyard. Heavy construction equipment utilized to complete grading activities
consisted of loaders, tractors, and graders. Multiple water trucks were observed onsite for both
compaction and dust suppression purposes.
Dos Cabezas Road to 30-acre Substation/Switchyard Access Road: Construction activities
consisted of grading the access road between Dos Cabezas Road and the 30-acre
substation/switchyard. Graders and loaders were utilized to establish the access road and
water trucks were onsite for road compaction and dust suppression purposes.
Geotechnical Testing: Crews utilized approved access routes to complete geotechnical testing at
turbine pad sites located throughout the project site.
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Compliance:

Environmental compliance monitors conducted site inspections of the active construction areas
on a daily basis from May 28, 2012 through June 3, 2012. Areas of active construction were
observed to verify implementation of the measures stipulated in the project’s ECCMP as they
pertain to current construction activities. Daily observations were documented on daily site
inspection forms and applicable mitigation measures were reviewed.
Pre-construction mitigation measures have been completed as indicated in NTP #1. The Project
Applicant has contracted with a biological and archeological consulting firm to complete day-today monitoring of the construction activities in accordance with the ECCMP.
Environmental compliance monitors reported concerns with lack of a covering and/or
function equivalent at the temporary water storage pond to deter avian activity, gaps in the
chain-link fence, and height of the fence located along the limits of the temporary water
storage pond were also reported. The Project Applicant construction contractor filled-in the
gaps in the chain-link fencing and is in the process of erecting higher 10-foot tall fencing. The
Project Applicant’s lead biological monitor worked with BLM resource specialists and wildlife
Agencies to develop an interim plan to deter avian activity. Additionally, the requisite
“armor-balls” will be delivered this week and installed. The Project Applicant’s lead biological
monitor is monitoring avian activity in the interim.
BLM environmental compliance monitors observed evidence of vehicular activity outside of the
approved work limit. This was brought to the attention of the Project Applicant’s lead
biological monitor and they immediately mapped the limits and erected flagging to keep
additional traffic out of the area.
No issues or concerns were observed during this reporting period associated with fugitive
dust emissions. The Project Applicant’s construction contractor has been observed actively
watering down construction areas, installing gravel, and applying Envirotac to minimize dust.
Environmental compliance monitors observed issues or concerns associated with soil stains as
a result of leaking construction equipment or Envirotac. The Project Applicant’s construction
contractor was notified of these areas and the soil stains were cleaned-up immediately in
accordance with the project requirements.
Based on environmental compliance monitors observations, all crew members working on the
project site have been WEAP trained and sensitive environmental resources requiring
avoidance within proximity to the active construction areas are being identified in accordance
with the project requirements. In accordance with MM-Wild-2b, preconstruction migratory bird
nesting surveys are being completed by the Project Applicant’s designated biologist on a daily
basis.
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Construction Schedule:

Scheduled Activities for Next Week: The anticipated construction activities associated with
week ending 6.10.12 consist of the following:
•

Once 404 permits are issued, the remainder of the laydown area will be cleared and
graveled

•

Stake access road offsets WTG 152-175, 150-151, 131-148

•

Stake access road centerline

•

Grading operations will continue in SDGE Phase 1. Clearing on Phase 2 will begin once
the Variance 1 is approved

•

Geotechnical borings at wind turbine foundations

Potential Delays to the Online Date of the Project
•

None identified at this time.

Plan Review Submittal Items
Submittal Type
N/A

Description
N/A

Notice to Proceed

NTP No.
1

Date Issued
5.14.12

Project Component
Clearing and grading of the following facilities:
• 12-acre temporary laydown yard
• 30-acre Substation/Switchyard
• Temporary and permanent access
road/collection corridors and permanent
turbine area for 71 turbines.
• Performance of all required geotechnical
studies within the Project site with access
along planned access road corridors.
• Buried Site Sensitivity Testing
• Structure installation at the SDG&E Energy
switchyard.

Conditions Included
(Y/N)
Yes
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Variance Requests
Variance Request No.
1

Submitted
5.23.12

2

5.31.12
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Description
Status
Shift of the 30-acre substation/switchyard
Pending
approximately 565 feet to the north in order to
minimize disturbance to areas that have the
potential of cultural importance.
Prior to completion of the paleontological
Pending
monitoring plan, provide a full-time
paleontological monitor on site. Paleontologist to
monitor geotechnical investigation at 12 turbines
sites that are within 500 feet of the Palm Springs
formation.

Approval Date
Pending

Pending

Project Photographs from Week

Photo 1: Traffic signage placed to direct project related
construction traffic on the approved access route, which
bypasses the town of Ocotillo.

Photo 2: Labels were replaced on the Envirotac
containers to ensure all materials onsite are clearly
labeled in accordance with the SWPPP requirements.

Photo 3: 10-foot tall fence is erected around the
temporary water pond

Photo 4: Crews utilize heavy equipment to construct the
temporary laydown yard adjacent to Dos Cabezas Road.
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Photo 5: Showing pool noodles installed to help deter
bird activity.

Photo 6: Grading activities being completed within the
substation limits. A water truck is onsite at all times
during grading activities for both dust suppression and
compaction purposes.

Photo 7: Rubber tracks are being utilized on
geotechnical investigation rigs to minimize disturbance.

Photo 8: Water truck along Dos Cabezas Road for dust
suppression purposes.
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