
Variance Request Form 
 Ocotillo Express Wind LLC Variance: __037_____ 
 Pier 1 Bay 3 Request No.: __Rev 0____ 
 San Francisco CA 94111 Date Submit: __2/20/2013 
 415-283-4000 Date Approval Needed: ___2/25/2013 
 Date Agency Received: __________ 
 Agency Approval Reference No.: __________ 
Request Prepared by: Joan Inlow / James Dermody 

Spread/ Location: Dos Cabezas Road 

(Milepost):  Net acreage affected:  0.54 acre 

Alignment Sheet/Sta. 

No.: Tract No: 

Landowner: BLM In or within 50 feet of a wetland: ☐ Yes X No  

 Within 50 feet of a water body:  ☐ Yes X No  

Current Land Use/ Vegetative Cover: Desert vegetation  

Nearby Features (Water body, T&E Habitat, Wetland, Noxious Weed):  

Area, Residence, Cultural Resource Site (distance, etc.):  

Variance Level: ☐ Level 1 x Level 2 ☐ Level 3 (To Be Assigned by Designated Representative) 

Variance From: ☐ Permit  X Plan/Procedure ☐Specification  X Drawing  ☐Mitigation Measure  ☐Other: 

Detailed Description of Variance: Attachments?  Yes X No ☐ Photos? Yes ☐ No X 

Variance 037 includes two modifications to Dos Cabezas Road and the adjacent temporary disturbance area (see map attachment).  
Modifications include a realignment of Dos Cabezas over a length of approximately 650 feet and a small increase in temporary 
disturbance area at a separate location to provide for construction access to build a low water crossing.    

 

Variance Justification:    The disturbance area modifications along Dos Cabezas Road are being proposed by OE LLC in order to 
comply with design standards as specified by SDG&E for the 30-acre Substation/Switchyard access road and to assure adequate 
clearance exists between the road structure and the buried electrical cable.   There are 3 planned low water crossings on the asphalt 
paved road between Highway S2 and the 30-acre Substation/Switchyard.  Construction of all three crossings will include concrete 
pavement, cut-off walls and rip-rap material in order to withstand 100-year flood waters (SDG&E criteria; approved by Imperial 
County).   The low water crossing adjacent to the turbine 94 stub road, referred to as crossing #1,  requires additional temporary 
disturbance area in order to construct the crossing.  Low water crossing #2, located between the laydown yard and O&M facility, 
requires clearance from the buried collection cables which will be achieved by a re-alignment of the road. There are no 
modifications being proposed to low water crossing #3 as part of this Variance Request.  Variance 37 will cause an increase in both 
temporary and permanent disturbance areas.   
 
As identified in Section 5 of the ECCMP, construction site conditions could result in the need for changes from the approved work 
spaces.  Changes to previously approved work spaces are handled in the form of variance requests submitted by OE LLC to be 
reviewed and approved or denied by the BLM. The variance procedures outlined in Section 5 of the ECCMP specify three different 
levels that a variance request may fall under.  
 
In accordance with the procedures and guidance provided in the ECCMP, OE LLC is requesting a Level 2 variance to modify 
temporary and permanent disturbance areas along Dos Cabezas Road.  Variance Request 37 includes an additional disturbance of 
0.54 acres.  Cultural surveys have been completed in the proposed variance work areas.  A cultural memo will be prepared and 
submitted to the BLM as part of this variance request to confirm the completion and findings of these surveys. 
 
The proposed construction of Variance 37 structures would be conducted in accordance with the same impact avoidance, 
minimization, monitoring and mitigation measures that apply to all other project impact areas. Such measures include those 
specified in BLM’s ROD, and approved plans and permits for specific types of activities.  
 
 
 

For (Company Name) Use Only 

 





 

 

Name: Title: Organization: 

Conditions: The Contractor Sup’t., Lead Environmental Inspector (Bio), Archeology Principal Investigator, and/or Environmental Field 
Manager did not identify any variance conditions. 
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OCOTILLO WIND PROJECT: IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
VARIANCE 37 - FEBRUARY 18, 2013
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Approved Impact Area
Variance 37 Disturbance Area

Variance 37
Net Acreage Impact: +0.54 acre


